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To Love and Be Loved

e was one thing that kept Frankl going whi
camps:

f there was even the remotest possibility that
here was someone out there who he loved an
ho loved him, he had a reason to live.



To Love and Be Loved

Idea that Frankl learned was that Life 1s
ationship.

ife has any merit, any meaning, it’s that we ha
opportunity to love and be loved.

he deepest need of the human heart is for
althy, intimate, and sustaining personal
lonship with both God and other hu






To Love and Be Loved

all in love with God 1s the greatest of all romze
2ek him, the greatest adventure. To find him, t
est human achievement.”

— Raphael Si
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Divine Romance?

ave loved you with an everlasting love.

erefore I have drawn you with lovingkindne
eremiah 31:3)




Divine Romance?

od said, ‘It is not good that the man should
lone.’” (Genesis 2:18)

‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his
other and hold fast to his wife, and they shall
come one flesh.” (Genesis 2:24)



Divine Romance?

man shall leave his father and mother and
st to his wife, and the two shall become one fl
his mystery is profound, and | am saying that |
efers to Christ and the church.”
phesians 5:31-32)






The Bride of Christ




The Bride of Christ

“I saw the holy city, n
Jerusalem, coming do
out of heaven from Go
prepared as a bride

adorned for her husba
(Revelation 21:2-5)



Happily-Ever-After?
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Between Our Happily-Ever-Afters

To the woman he said... In pain you shall brin
orth children. Your desire shall be contrary to y
husband, but he shall rule over you’...And to Ad
e said... ‘In pain you shall eat of [the ground] al
he days of your life.” (Genesis 3:16-17)

od sent him out from the garden of Eden...’
nesis 3:23)



Between Our Happily-Ever-Afters

he biblical story doesn’t hold back from sho

he consequences of our broken relationship wi
God.

But then this Jesus drops into the picture as a
ridge between our pain and our hope for
conciliation.

S IS real about our sin and weaknesses
us to consider a miracle where thi
can be healed and restored.



Between Our Happily-Ever-Afters

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the
church and gave himself up for her, that he migh
sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing
water with the word, so that he might present the
church to himself in splendor, without spot or

rinkle or any such thing, that she might be hol
d without blemish.” (Ephesians 5:25-27)



The Hard Question from This Series

ne Gospel have a genuine effect on my life"

S there a wall of separation between what | sa
ve about personal relationship with God and
rs and how I truly live?






What Is Romance?

God] said to him, ‘What is your name?’ And
aid, “Jacob.”

hen he said, ‘Your name shall no longer be cal
acob, but Israel, for you have striven with God
ith men, and have prevailed.’” (Genesis 32:27



What Is Romance?

we looking for perfection? Or is the romance
offers us in the here-and-now more about...

Working through our differences?

atience in the midst of dysfunction?
Indness In everyday, ordinary choices?
rseverance and commitment when our
tionships become boring, and even hope



What Is Romance?

e looking for perfection? Or is the romance
offers us in the here-and-now more about...

rusting in an acceptance and belonging that
omes from above—where God, from whom |
ave a right to expect nothing...gives me



What Is Romance?

t IS romance?

red experience. Feeling valued. Affection.
giveness. All these things.

ultimately, it’s about knowing and being kno

or now we see in a mirror dimly, but then fa
. Now | know in part; then | shall know f

s I have been fully known.
lans 13:12)



Knowing and Being Known

“Behold, the dwelling
place of God Is with ma
He will dwell with them,
and they will be his

people, and God himsel
will be with them as th
God.” (Revelation 21



Knowing and Being Known

“He will wipe away ev
tear from their eyes, an
death shall be no more,
neither shall there be

mourning, nor crying,
nor pain anymore.”
(Revelation 21:2-5)



Knowing and Being Known

“For the former things
have passed away. And
who was seated on the

throne said, ‘Behold, I
am making all things

new.’”
(Revelation 21:4-5)



Knowing and Being Known

ately, true romance never happens without
fice.

or any marriage (or any meaningful
lationship) to work, you must each sacrifice
ur own way in order to become one.



Knowing and Being Known

ately, true romance never happens without
fice.

esus sacrificed himself so you could become o
Ith God— a knowing, a communion that will
r eternity.



Knowing and Being Known

wo lives join as one and create more life..

There’s no greater romance than that.
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