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tly preached a sermon called Everythin
nal.

od has reached out to mankind personally f
he very beginning. That while he Is transcend
e IS also intimate and personal with his creati



orning, we’re going to zero in on this co
further.

ecifically, we’re going to explore the question...

“Does God really love ME?”

he deepest need of the human heart is persona
tionship, then seeking confidence that God’s
is truly personal isn’t just about trivial
Ity or ego.
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Does God really love ME?

‘I realized that if I were the only person on ea
Christ would have still died for me. You may t
that irrefutable intellectual evidence brought m
to Christ, but the evidence was only God’s way
getting his foot in the door of my life. What

rought me to Christ was the realization that
ved me enough to die for me.” — Josh McD







“God so loved the world,

# that He gave His only

begotten Son, that

-~ whoever believes in HIm

shall not perish, but hav
eternal life.” (John 3:16




Why Is It So Hard To Believe?

ay be a consequence of the fall—or our alon
m God. We define ourselves by:

What the world has told us we are.
What we’ve told ourselves.

What we believe God would say if he really sa
r who we are.

’t conceive that God could ever love u
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Why Is It So Important to Believe?

Because it’s the only way to belong to Christ
and grow and mature as his disciple.

“The love of Christ compels us, having conclude
this, that one died for all, therefore all died; and
died for all, so that they who live might no longe
Ive for themselves, but for him who died and r
ain on their behalf.” (2 Corinthians 5:14-1



Why Is It So Important to Believe?

ecause it’s the only way to belong to Christ
and grow and mature as his disciple.

If we don’t really believe God loves us person
hy would we really believe that God will cha
S personally?



Why Is It So Important to Believe?

ecause it’s the only way to be free from
judgment and love others as Christ did.

“We have come to know and have believed the lo
which God has for us.

y this, love Is perfected with us, so that we ma
ve confidence in the day of judgment; beca
S, S0 also are we in this world.” (1 John



Why Is It So Important to Believe?

ecause it’s the only way to be free from
judgment and love others as Christ did.

“There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts o
fear, because fear involves punishment, and the
ho fears iIs not perfected in love. We love, bec
first loved us.” (1 John 4:16-19)



Why Is It So Important to Believe?

ecause it’s the only way to love others in su
ay that the world can belong to him, too.

“No one has seen God at any time; if we love on
nother, God abides in us, and his love is perfec
us.” (1 John 4:10-12)
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How Can | Know He Truly Loves ME”

mmerse yourself in Scripture.

“When [Jesus] saw the crowds, he had compass
for them, because they were harassed and helple
like sheep without a shepherd.” (Matthew 9:36)

esus loved Martha and her sister and Lazar
il 11:5)



How Can | Know He Truly Loves ME”

mmerse yourself in Scripture.

“While he was still a long way off, his father sa
[the prodigal son] and felt compassion, and ran
embraced him and kissed him.” (Luke 15:20)

esus, looking at [the rich, young ruler], loved
..” (Mark 10:17-22)



ow Can | Know He Truly Loves M

merse yourself in Scripture.

Just as the Father has loved me, I have also lc
ou; abide in my love.” (John 15:9)




How Can | Know He Truly Loves ME?

Seek God In prayer, asking him for the convic
that he loves you personally.

“The weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh
but have divine power to destroy strongholds. \We
destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raise
gainst the knowledge of God, and take every

ught captive to obey Christ.”
orinthians 10:3-5)



How Can | Know He Truly Loves ME?

llow others into your life who will love you
ntimately and personally, flaws and all, with t
ove of Jesus Christ.

sk these people to intercede for you in this are
nd remind you that the issue is ultimately
Iritual.

others intimately and personally, flaw
the love of Jesus Christ.



Josh McDowell’s Relational Apologetic

fter I made a decision to place my trust in Jesu
vior and Lord, the love of God inundated my lif
e took my hatred for my father and turned it
side down. Five months after becoming a
ristian, | found myself looking my dad right in
and saying, “Dad, I love you.” I did not want
that man, but I did. God’s love had change



Josh McDowell’s Relational Apologetic

as [later] in a serious car accident. I was mo
e from the hospital to recover, and my father
e to see me. Remarkably, he was sober that d
seemed uneasy, pacing in my room. Then he

rted out, “How can you love a father like me?’



Josh McDowell’s Relational Apologetic

aid, ‘Dad, six months ago I hated you; I despi
. But | have put my trust in Jesus Christ, rece
d’s forgiveness, and he has changed my life. I

’t explain it all, Dad. But God has taken away
red for you and replaced it with love.’”



Josh McDowell’s Relational Apologetic

n my dad said, ‘Son, if God can do in my li
t I’ve seen him do in yours, then I want to gi
the opportunity.’”
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