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Paul Before King Agrippa



The Stories Are True

Paul’s Hope in the Promise

“I stand here on trial 

because of my hope in the 

promise made by God to 

our fathers, to which our 

twelve tribes hope to 

attain.” (Acts 26:6-8)



The Stories Are True

Paul’s Hope in the Promise

“And for this hope I am 

accused by Jews, O king! 

Why is it thought 

incredible by any of you 

that God raises the dead?” 

(Acts 26:4-8)



The Stories Are True

Paul’s Hope in the Promise

“[Jesus said to me] ‘I have 

appeared…to appoint you 

as a servant and witness 

not only to the things 

which you have seen, but 

also to the things in which 

I will appear to you.’” 

(Acts 26:16-18)



The Stories Are True

Paul’s Hope in the Promise

“[Paul said to Agrippa] ‘I 

stand here testifying both 

to small and great, saying 

nothing but what the 

prophets and Moses said 

would come to pass…’” 

(Acts 26:22-23)
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Paul’s Hope in the Promise

“…that the Christ must 

suffer and that, by being 

the first to rise from the 

dead, he would proclaim 

light both to our people 

and to the Gentiles.’” 

(Acts 26:22-23)
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Paul’s Hope in the Promise

“King Agrippa said to 

Paul, ‘In a short time 

would you persuade me to 

be a Christian?’” 

(Acts 26:28)
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Paul’s Hope in the Promise

“Paul said, ‘Whether 

short or long, I would to 

God that not only you but 

also all who hear me this 

day might become such as 

I am—except for these 

chains.’” (Acts 26:29)
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The 

Power of 

Story
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The Power of Story

Stories can reach us at a heart-level.



The Stories Are True

The Power of Story

But only true stories can have the fullest effect upon 

the real-world reality of today.
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The Stories Are True

Hold on to the promise…

The stories are true.

Jesus makes all things new.
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The Power of Story

Believing the Gospel events are true makes living in 

the hope of God’s promises today far more possible.
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That You May Have Certainty…

“Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a 

narrative of the things that have been accomplished 

among us, just as those who from the beginning 

were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have 

delivered them to us…” (Luke 1:1-4)
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That You May Have Certainty…

“…it seemed good to me also, having followed all 

things closely for some time past, to write an orderly 

account for you, most excellent Theophilus, that 

you may have certainty concerning the things you 

have been taught.” (Luke 1:1-4)
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That You May Have Certainty…

“We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we 

made known to you the power and coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his 

majesty…And we have the prophetic word more 

fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay 

attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until 

the day dawns and the morning star rises in your 

hearts.” (2 Peter 1:16, 19)
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That You May Have Certainty…

“[Jesus said] ‘You search the Scriptures because you 

think that in them you have eternal life.

It is they that bear witness about me.’” (John 5:39)
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Of First Importance…

“I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 

received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance 

with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was 

raised on the third day in accordance with the 

Scriptures…” (1 Corinthians 15:3-8)
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Of First Importance…

“…and that he appeared to Cephas [Peter], then to 

the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five 

hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are 

still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then he 

appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of 

all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to 

me.” (1 Corinthians 15:3-8)
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Of First Importance…

“If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching 

is in vain and your faith is in vain. We are even 

found to be misrepresenting God, because we 

testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he 

did not raise if it is true that the dead are not 

raised.” (1 Corinthians 15:12-20)
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Of First Importance…

“If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile 

and you are still in your sins. If in Christ we have 

hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be 

pitied. 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, 

the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep.” 

(1 Corinthians 15:12-20)
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Why Give Our Lives Unless The Stories Are True?

“I count everything as loss because of the 

surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 

For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things 

and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 

Christ and be found in him…” (Philippians 3:8-11)
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Why Give Our Lives Unless The Stories Are True?

“…that I may know him and the power of his 

resurrection, and may share his sufferings, 

becoming like him in his death, that by any means 

possible I may attain the resurrection from the 

dead.” (Philippians 3:8-11)
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We’re Called to Be Storytellers

“[His disciples] asked him, “Lord, will you at this 

time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or 

seasons that the Father has fixed by his own 

authority. But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:6-8)
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We’re Called to Be Storytellers

“The kingdom of God which they were commissioned to 

proclaim was the good news of God’s grace in Christ…”

– F.F. Bruce
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We’re Called to Be Storytellers

“They devoted themselves to the proclamation and 

service of God’s spiritual kingdom, which men and 

women enter by repentance and faith, and in which chief 

honor belongs to those who most faithfully follow their 

Lord in the path of obedience, service, and suffering.”

[Jesus’] followers were anointed and enabled to carry on 

[the] work of witness-bearing.”

– F.F. Bruce



I love to tell the story



Of unseen things above



Of Jesus and his glory



Of Jesus and his love!



I love to tell the story



Because I know ‘tis true



It satisfies my longing



As nothing else can do.



Hold On To The Promise...



The Stories Are True



Jesus Makes All Things New


